Marshall University

Marshall Digital Scholar
League of Women Voters of the Huntington
Area Bulletin 2000-2009

League of Women Voters of the Huntington
Area Bulletin

2-2001

LWV Bulletin, February, 2001
League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area

Follow this and additional works at: https://mds.marshall.edu/lowv_newletter_2000_2009

Huntington Area

League oT Women Voters
Helen Gibbins, Administrative Director
6128 Gideon Road
Huntington, WV 25705
736-3287

Ann Logan Speer, Treasurer
706 Ridgewood Road
Huntington, WV 25701
525-2244

F e b ru a ry 2001

..... .....

Early slave culture
monihly meeting

topic

^

of

Dr. Patsy Gilmore, principal of Hatcher Elementary
School in Ashland, will be the speaker at a joint meet
ing of Negro Business & Professional Women, Ameriton LWV on Saturday, February 24th at 10 a.m. at the
West Huntington Library.
Dr. Gilmore will discuss Early Slave Culture, the
subject of a summer institute sponsored by the National
Endowment for the Humanities. She was one of 30 edu
cators who attended the intensive five week study.
Traditional seminar sessions, led by major scholars,
were held at Georgetown University and the College of
Charleston in South Carolina.
Field work was done at historic plantation sites in
Maryland and South Carolina. Participants were required
to prepare lesson plans based on their findings. They
also had to commit to do presentations at in-service
programs and regional conferences. Previously she visited Japan as a Fulbright Scholar.

Annual m eeting
The Huntington League’s annual meeting is scheduled
for April. If you have any suggestions for a proposed
study, bylaws changes, or the budget, please contact
Helen Uibbins, 730^328^/; tor the nominating committee, contact Betty Barrett, 525-5908. The local board
will make proposals to our membership before the an
nual meeting and we like to receive members* sugges
tions. The nominating committee makes its own report.

State Convention
The League’s state convention will be in historic
Shepherdstown, on April 28. A home and garden show
is also scheduled for that week-end. Although ShejAerdstown is a long distance from Huntington, you might
wish to combine a trip to the convention with a mini
vacation or go on to Washington, D.C. Please contact
Helen Gibbins, 736-3287, if you are interested in at
tending. RcKims will be held at a motel until late
March, so we do need to know how many League mem
bers would like to attend the meeting.

ACTION ALERT
February 2, 2001, from the National League.
CAMPAIGN HNANCE REFORM
Senate leaders have decided to bring campaign finance reform to
the floor of the Senate in the last week of March. This is the perfecTopportimity to tell our Senators that landmark legislation is re
quired and to vote for i t
The League supports the campaign finance reform bill as introduced..
by Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Russ Feingold (D-WI).
This bill would:
1. Ban soft money by closing the loophole that allows unlimited
contributions to political parties from corporations, unions, and
wealthy individuals.
2. Prohibit corporate and union spending on "sham issue" advoca
cy that mentions federal candidates within 60 days of an election.
3. Require full disclosure of spending on "sham issue" advocacy
and the large individual donors who pay for them.
For more information go online, www.lwv.org
Please contact Senators Byrd and Rockefeller.
Ask them to support the McCain/Feingold bill, S.27, without
amendments. Also, tell them that Senator Hagel's bill, S.21, is not
acceptable legislation for campaign finance reform.
THE MESSAGE:
l.VOTE FOR THE MCCAIN/FEINGOLD BILL AS INTRO
DUCED, S.27.
This campaign finance reform bill will effectively ban soft money,
ensure that funding for "sham issue" advocacy is covered byelec-~
tion rules, and strengthen enforcement and disclosure.
2.0P P 0S E AMENDMENTS TO THE MCCAIN/FEINGOLD
BILL.
Amendments will sidetrack the reform effort and undermine the
bipartisan coalition supporting the bill.
3.0P P 0S E PROVISIONS THAT MAY BE OFFERED TO
RAISE "HARD MONEY" CONTRIBUTION LIMITS.
A recent study suggests that tripling hard money limits would put
back more than twice the soft money from individuals that would
be taken out.
4. VOTE AGAINST THE HAGEL CAMPAIGN HNANCE RE
FORM BILL.
(See facts and background on the other side)
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to League member, Wendy Thomas.
She has just been named chairwoman of the WV Women’s Com
mission. Wendy is a long time member of the commission.

Facts and background
(continued from front-action alert)
Most observers believe that "soft money” and "sham issue
ads” are the biggest loopholes in the campaign finance system.
The soft money loophole allows wealthy individuals, corpora
tions and labor unions to effortlessly evade the limits placed
on their contributions to political candidates and campaigns.
The sham issue ads loophole allows corporations, unions and_
wealthy individuals to avoid disclosure and contribution limits
by running thinly disguised "issue ads” that technically are
about issues but that effectively advocate election or defeat of
candidates.
THE HAGEL BILL:
1. Greatly increases the role of wealthy interests in American
politics by tripling all the limits on individual hard money
contributions.
2. Fails to effectively address the dangerous soft money prob
lems it purports to solve.
3. Contains a provision on issue advertising that would not
deal effectively with the problem of phony issue ads using se
cret money to oppose or elect candidates.
Information on Senate bills can be found at:
http://thomas.loc.gov.
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F e b . 24 . . . League meeting; 10 am at
West Huntington Library; with AAUW and
“ Association of Negro Business and Profes
sional Women; speaker, Patsy Gilmore,
principal of Hatcher Elementary School,
Ashland; topic - slavery
F e b . 26 . .
Huntington League’s board
meeting
M a r c h 13 . . Women’s Day at the
Legislature
M a r c h 26 . . "Success by Six” League
meeting
M a rc h 3 0 . . David Halberstam, MU
Joan C. Edwards Theater,
7 pm, ‘The Culture of
Celebrity”

Petitioii for election reform
W hat you can do to save energy
(From The Environmental Defense's website —www.environmentaldefense.org)
Right now the U.S. releases about 40,(XX) poimds of
carbon dioxide/person/year. If we can reduce energy use enough
to lower greenhouse gas emissions by about 2% a year, in ten
years we will "lose" about 7000 pounds of carbon dioxide
emissions per person.
* Run your dishwasher only with a full load. Use the
energy-saving setting to dry the dishes. Carbon dioxide reduc
tion: 200 Ibs/year.
^ Wash clothes in warm or cold water, not hot. Car
bon dioxide reduction (for two loads a week): up to 500
lbs./year.
* Turn down your water heater thermostat; 120 de
grees is usually hot enough. Carbon dioxide reduction (for each
10 degree adjustment): 500 lbs./year.
^ Turn down your water heater theiinostat; 120 de
grees is usually hot enough. Carbon dioxide reduction (for each
10 degree adjustment): 500 lbs./year.
Don’t overheat or overcool rooms. Adjust your
thermostat (lower in winter, higher in summer). Carbon diox
ide reduction (for each 2-degree adjustment): about 500
lbs./year.
*^Clean or replace air filters as recommended. Qeaning a dirty air conditioner filter can save 5% of the energy
used. Carbon dioxide reduction: About 175 lbs./year.
^ Buy energy-efficient compact fluorescent bulbs for
your most-used lights. Carbon dioxide reduction (by replacing
one frequently used bulb): about 500 lbs./year.
* Wrap your water heater in ah insulating jacket. Car
bon dioxide reduction: Up to 1000 lbs./year.
* Install low-flow shower heads to use less hot water.
Carbon dioxide reduction: Up to 300 lbs./year.

If you wish to sign a petition for election reform, access
the League of Women Voters’ website —www.lwv.org,
and click on "Add Your Voice to Citizens E>emanding
Election Refonn."

Enclosed pamphlets
Thanks to Rose Riter for producing "Public Officials"
and Helen Gibbins, "Guide to the WV Legislature". Feel
free to duplicate the pamphlets. Right after "Public Offi
cials" was printed there were changes made in Hunting
ton’s staff. You may wish to correct your copy by striking
Econ. Dev. Judy Rose; striking Sanitary Bd. Director,
Bob Trocin and substituting Sterling Bare, Acting; and ad
ding Finance D irects, Robert Wilhelm and the Sec. of
State’s office, toll free number 1-866-767-^83.

Saving energy continued. . . .
GETTING AROUND
* Whenever possible, walk, bike, carpool or use
mass transit. Carbon dioxide reduction (for every gallon
of gasoline saved) 20 lbs.
When you buy a car, choose one that gets good
gas mileage. Carboa dioxide reduction (if your new car
gets 10 mpg more than your old one): about 2500
lbs./year.

DRIVING PRACTICES
^ Avoid aggressive driving habits such as jackrabbit acceleration and excessive speed. Estimates are that
fc«r every mph increase over 55, fuel economy decreases by
2%. Above 65 mph the rate of decrea^ is greater.
* Anticipate stop lights to minimize braking.

